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THE COMMISSION - CLOSING

That completes the scheduled hearings we have in relation to Phase Three,

subject to the matter which has just been raised.

Mr Wilding on Wednesday of last week recorded the Commission’s thanks to
the many witnesses who have appeared before us in the sittings that we’ve
had in this room. | just wanted to return to that issue and to add a little on

behalf of the three Commissioners.

First of all we want to acknowledge publicly the help and co-operation which
we have had from the Court staff here in Greymouth and | infer to the Court
manager, all of the staff, the security officers and particularly to
Ms Cassie Jones who has acted as our registrar throughout and we are all
very indebted to her.

The transcribers, invisible as they may be to us, have not only accommodated
the erratic hours that we’ve sat on occasion, but have also produced a
transcript at a speed and with a level of accuracy which has truly been

remarkable given the content of the evidence they had to capture.

| repeat as Mr Wilding did previously our gratitude for the act of participation of
SO0 many witnesses, both those who filed written evidence and have not
appeared at the hearings and also, more particularly perhaps, to those who
have been subjected to the experience of giving evidence in this forum and
acknowledge in particular the contribution of those who have travelled from a
distance and those who have given evidence more than once of which we’ve

had a number of examples.
Counsel, we are very grateful for your participation throughout the hearings.

You have accepted or perhaps tolerated is a better word the process that’s

been imposed upon you in relation to the conduct of hearings and obviously
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we value your input including your active co-operation with our counsel in

trying to streamline the hearings as much as possible.

Families, we have observed throughout both the measure of your attendance
at the hearings and also your attention to really the unvarnished detail that

has emerged in relation to this tragedy.

Last, but by no means least, we acknowledge the media’s contribution to the
work of the Commission and note in particular in that regard the value of the
live streaming that has been provided by TVNZ and TV3 which has been
invaluable for, we know, a considerable number of people both in New

Zealand and overseas who have been able to participate via that medium.

The Commission is now starting to focus increasingly upon Phase Four, the
policy and recommendation phase. We have signalled our intentions in
relation to that aspect of the Inquiry by minute to counsel, but it is appropriate

to say a little in a public manner as well.

We have already invited participants to file evidence or any materials which
are thought to be of relevance to the policy aspects which we are to consider.
Needless to say that evidence or those materials will be reviewed and
considered by the Commission. We have also invited participants to file
written submissions, referable not only to the previous three phases, but also
to the policy phase by 16 March and as mentioned a moment ago a hearing in
relation to those submissions is scheduled to commence on 2 April. At that
time there will be an opportunity for counsel to speak to their submissions, we
are not expecting that people will go through submissions necessarily chapter
and verse and there will be, in our view, a need to achieve some form of
equitable time allocation between counsel which no doubt will reflect the areas

to be covered by different participants.

In light of the input we receive and our evaluation of it, it is likely that there will

be a need for the Commission to seek comment and reaction from various
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entities who are perhaps most likely to be affected by the policy aspects that
the Commission needs to consider and | confirm that the intention is to
provide advice of any such discussions and contacts through the secure
website of the Commission so that all people who have been accorded status
standing before the Commission will have the opportunity to be aware and to

participate themselves as well.

There is a fairly obvious difference of approach in relation to Phase Four and
that reflects a change of focus from the Commission’s perspective. From now
on there will perhaps be less emphasis upon looking back at the immediate
cause of the explosion and that the systematic issues which may have
contributed to its occurrence in favour of a more forward looking focus
because really at the end of the day the most crucial aspect of the report will
be the recommendations for the future. That is certainly the direction of the

Inquiry as at this point.
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